Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.040; wR factor = 0.109; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.6.
The complete molecule of the title mononuclear zinc(II) complex, [Zn(NCS) 2 (C 13 H 13 N 3 )], is generated by crystallographic twofold symmetry, with the metal atom lying on the rotation axis. The pendant methyl group of the ligand is statistically disordered over two sites. The Zn 2+ cation is coordinated by the N,N 0 ,N 00 -tridentate Schiff base ligand, and by two thiocyanate N atoms, forming a distorted ZnN 5 trigonal-bipyramidal geometry.
Related literature
For Schiff-base complexes reported by us, see : Wang & Ye (2011); Wang (2009) ; Wang et al. (2011) . For similar zinc(II) complexes, see: Wang (2010) ; Huang (2011); Ikmal Hisham et al. (2011); Wang (2011) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Zn(NCS) 2 (C 13 Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 1998 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 1998) (Wang & Ye, 2011; Wang, 2009; Wang et al., 2011) , we have synthesized the title compound, a new mononuclear zinc(II) complex, Fig. 1 . The Zn atom in the complex is five-coordinated by the three N atoms of the Schiff base ligand, and by two thiocyanate N atoms, forming a distorted square pyramidal geometry.
The Zn-N bond lengths (Table 1 ) are typical and are comparable with those observed in other similar zinc(II) complexes (Wang, 2010; Huang, 2011; Ikmal Hisham et al., 2011; Wang, 2011) . 
Refinement
H atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with C-H distances in the range 0.93-0.96 Å, and with U iso (H) set at 1.2U eq (C) and 1.5U eq (C8). The methyl group is disordered over a twofold rotation axis symmetry.
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, showing displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level. Symmetry code: (i) 1-x, y, 1/2-z. C6-N2-Zn1 119.1 (2) N3-C8-S1 178.2 (3) C8-N3-Zn1 167.1 (3) Symmetry codes: (i) −x+1, y, −z+1/2.
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